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Tawny Coster Acraea violae is a common nymphalid 
found in forest clearings, open country and gardens (Kunte 
2000; Kehimkar 2008). During a faunal survey at Mazgaon, 
(18° 21' 58.66" N; 72° 55' 58.73" E; 14 m above msl) Taluka 
Murud-Janjira, District Raigad, Maharashtra, on January 13, 
2010, we observed larvae of different instars of Tawny Coster 
feeding on a small shrub Turnera ulmifolia L., which is 
commonly known as ‘Yellow Alder’, belonging to Family 
Turneraceae. Turnera ulmifolia L. is a common cultivated 
plant about 1 m in height, stem erect, branches glandular 
pubescent. It occasionally occurs in scrub forests of Konkan 
(Ingalhalikar 2001). 

The perusal of literature elucidate that the Turnera 
ulmifolia is an unreported host plant for Tawny Coster 
(Table 1). Family Turneraceae is an additional host plant 
family taking the total to ten for Tawny Coster. 
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The larva only feeds on leaves and starts eating it in 
an are length from the margins up to the mid-rib. Turnera 
ulmifolia is known for cyanogenesis (ability of plants to liberate 
hydrogen cyanide (HCN) when damaged). Schappert and Shore 
(1999) on Jamaica have studied the relationship of Turnera 
ulmifolia and Euptoieta hegesia in the context of cyanogenesis, 
herbivory and plant defence. Further research is needed to 
determine the effect of herbivory of Tawny Coster on Turnera 
ulmifolia. This observation is also particularly important as 
Turnera ulmifolia is an invasive alien species in India. It is 
interesting to know whether it is possible to use Tawny Coster 
to control invasion of Turnera ulmifolia in future. 

Though we report Turnera ulmifolia as a host plant for 
the Tawny Coster Acraea violae in India, Robinson et ai. 
(2010) reported two more nymphalid butterfly species feeding 
on Turnera ulmifolia in other parts of the world (Table 2). 
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Table 1: The account of known larval host plants of Tawny Coster according to different authors is given 


Sr.No. Host plants Family 

1 Adenia hondala (=Modecca palmata) Passifloraceae 
2 Passiflora foetida 

3 Passiflora edulis 

4 Passiflora subpeltaia 

5 Passiflora spp. 

6 Aposora lindleyana Euphorbiaceae 
7 Mangifera indica Anacardiaceae 
8 Musa spo. Musaceae 

9 Hybanthus enneaspermus Violaceae 

10 Hibiscus cannabinus Malvaceae 

11 Hibiscus spp. 

12 Members of the Family Cucurbitaceae Cucurbitaceae 
13 Mernbers of the Family Urticaceae Urticaceae 


Table 2: Other butterfiy species recorded feeding 
on Turmera ulmifolia in rest of the world 


Butterfly Species Plant Species Region 
Euptoieta claudia Turnera ulmifolia Cuba 

Euptoieta claudia Turnera ulmifolia New Worid 
Euptoieta hegesia Turnera ulmifolia Central America 
Euptoieta hegesia Turnera ulmifolia Puerto Rico 


(Robinson et al. 2010) 
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